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Welcome to all our readers to the first edition of Probe for 2013. It was an
interesting and busy year for our club andthe fanzine and it looks like 2013 will
be turning out the same way.

In this edition we announce the winners of the Nova 2012shorty story
competition z congratulations to all of them. We are looking forward to Nova
2013 and what stories will be coming in. We arespecially excited that our very
own Lauren Beukes who won the 2011 Arthur C Clarke Award for Zoo City will
be one of our judgesfor 2013 Special thanks must be given to thdinal judges
of Nova 2012: Arthur Goldstuck for judging the South African sectia and Prof
Gerald Gaylard for judging the General section.

As editor | welcome any contribution to our fanzine: be it artwork, articles,
letters of comment etc. We are always happy to see what fandom is up to and
what our readers think of our fanzine z our members are the life blood of our
club!

| have been a member of the club for about 12 + years and have been privileged
to witness how fandom has changed. We are a social and literary science
fiction and fantasy club and as far as we know the only onen Southern Africa

Z most of fandom interaction these days is taking place on the internet and
fans will perhaps interact socially with each other only at conventions whereas
we like to interact with each other at least twice a month. It seems that
lookin g to the future, the challenge we are facing is: do we stay as we are or do
we change with the timesi.e. interact with each other online. Personally | love
our monthly meetings and movie nights where we interact socially aad form
lasting friendships.

I hope you all enjoy this edition of Probe and let us get on with the show!
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DRAGON FOSSILS DISCOVERED!

Meteors to crash into Earth!! Fairies flit and frolic near the swimming
pool!!! Slimy alien blobs from Planet Terror can't keep their tentacles off
our buxom beauties!!!!

Yes, it's that time of the year again. No, not the Yuletide Silly Season the
Nova Serious Season, when the SFFSA Short Story competition opens for
the year.

So don't wait! Put pen to paper, or fingers to keyboard, and wrack those
brains, extract the last ounce of creative juices, and enter our world-famous
competition. Let the phantastical phlights of phancy phire your phervour
and pheed your phenomenal phecundity. Go to
http://sffsa.org .za/Nova.html immediately for the latest information. And
enter today! i Gavin Kreuiter.

HOT OFF THE PRESSES!
NOVA 2013

JUDGE

WINS ARTHUR C. CLARK
AWARD

That's right! The judge of the General
Section for Nova 2013, Lauren Beukes, won
the 2011 Arthur C. Clark Award for her novel,
Zoo City. Will she judge your short story to
your satisfaction? YOU be the judge of that!
And the only way to find out is to ente  r Nova
2013. Details may be found at
http://www.sffsa.org.za/Nova.html

BEST OF SFSA VOLUME lli
NOW AVAILABLE 2 THE THIRD VOLUME OF THE BEST OF
OUR NOVA COMPETITION

FOR MORE DETAILS OR TO ORDER PLEASE GNTACT

SECRETARY@SFSA.ORG.ZA
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THE DAILY GALAXY

"Discovery of Alien Life in Next 10 Years" --One of Five 'X Factors'
According to World's Leaders Posted: 04 Feb 2013 08:00 AM PST

World leaders at the 2013 World Economic Forum held in Davos,

Switzerland this January, asked the attending editors and journalists to

identify five of the most potentially disruptive of the "unheralded" risks,

which they dubbed 6 XNatfiramm.oTherépbrtpatc c or d
together by Nature, titled "Global Risks 2013," came up with a list of five "X
factors” that world leaders need to prepare for to avoid what it described as
"systemic shocks and catastrophic events.

The "X factors" are described in the reports as factors that "no country
alone can prevent,” and illustrates the notion of an "X factor" as an
"unheralded" event that may suddenly confront humanity.

Among thefive"™ X f actors" 1 dent iAliendide." Waven fi DI
the pace of space exploration, it is increasingly conceivable that we may
discover the existence of alien life or other planets that could support
human life," said the WEF. "What would be the effects on science funding

fl ows and humage?i t yds self

WEF.org observed that "It was only in 1995 that we first found evidence

that other stars also have planets orbiting them. Now thousands of
exopl anet s’ revolving around distant

Kepler mission to identify Earth-sized planets located in the 'Goldilocks

zone' (not too hot, not too cold) of sun-like stars has been operating for

only three years and has already turned up thousands of candidates,

including one the size of Earth. The fact that Kepler has found so many
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planet candidates in such a tiny fraction of the sky suggests that there are
countless Earth-like planets orbiting sun-like stars in our galaxy. In 10
yearso time we may have evidence not
that life exists elsewhere in the universe."

i DELPHINUS © ”

i e Sy
ST

Among the other X Factors: "Neuroscientists, for instance, are avidly
pursuing drugs and devices that could deliver real cognitive enhancement
d not just sharpening our alertness and ability to focus, as certain drugs
already do, but upping our intellectual firepower.

"Climatologists have more mixed feelings about schemes for geo-
engineering 0 deliberately altering the climate system to combat the
effects of rising greenhouse-gas emissions. In one scenario, high-flying
jets or balloons would release a haze of sulphate particles into the
stratosphere, di mmi ng the Sunds rays

Other X factors that Nature staff identified included: the societal burden of
the millions of people who, thanks to progress against killer diseases, will
join the ranks of the disabled and those with dementia; catastrophic climate
feedback such as the collapse of an ice sheet; and the possible social
consequences of contact with alien life."

Image at the top of the page shows NASA artist rendering of the first rocky
planet found by NASA's Kepler mission, named Kepler-10b. The planet
measures 1.4 times the size of Earth and is the smallest planet ever
discovered outside our solar system.

The Daily Galaxy via Nature and WEF

Image credits: UPI/NASA
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UNIVERSITY OF WITWATERSRAND,
JOHANNESBURG

A FUTURE FULL OF ROBOTS

By Kanina Foss
28 November 2012

A future where robots are as common as tasdcheapei is on the way. This is
according to Prof. Hiroshi Ishiguro, named one of the top 100 geniuses alive in the
world today, who has devoted himself
tell the difference.

Aln the futurd, oour rloibvoetss ,wi lhle bsea yfsu
| shi gurodés | ecture about the possibil
robots attracted a packed audience. He compared the evolution of robots to the
evolution of cars. AOnce we handenora e v e
and more time building autonomy, o0 he

Autonomous androids which look just like you could conduct your business, attend

conferences, and go shopping on your behalf, while you sat in the comfort of your
home. A camera would monitor your facelx pr essi ons and yo.!
would mirror your expressions. Ishiguro says there is even a psychological

phenomenon whereby, i f someone touche
tactile sensation, 0 he says.

Ishiguro has previously left his twigndroid, developed at a cost of $1 million, to
deliver prerecorded lectures at his place of employment, Osaka University in
Japan, while he went overseas. He alsthen doubled booked for a confererice
emailed the conference organisers to say thatdwddahave to send his android to
one of the events. Both conferences r

Ishiguro has subsequently developed androids at a cost oD®D0CGhe price of a
luxury car. They look and feel just like humangith very realistic kin, hair and
facial and body movements.

In one experiment, he put an android instead of a mannequin in a shop window in

Japan. ARnThe i1 dea of a mannequin is t
mannequin in the future? But no human will stand in a shadaw. So we put an
android in the shop window, 06 he says
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followers, GeminoieF (as she is known) managed to clear the shop racks of every

outfit she wore. fAEveryone wanted the
I n another experiment, an android was
could tell the difference, 06 says 1 shi
just androids. o

The big driver in |l shigurods researc|
human, and whether it is important for the robots we engage with to look like
humans. AOur brain 1is not for usi ng
humans. Young children cané6ét use a co

says Ishiguro.

In response to a question about the threat of robots taking over, Ishiguro said the
western worldos fear of r o bThd Terminados r ¢
andBlade Runnerwas totally foreign to the Japanese, who saw robots as benign
and friendly. Inf act , I s n Ot favéimes Oslbar FRAstorius @ &ind of
cyborg?
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THE DAILY GALAXY

"Biological Intelligence is a Fleeting Phase in the Evolution of the
Universe" (Weekend Feature)

Posted: 10 Feb 2013 09:25 AM PST

The species that you and all other living human beings on this planet
belong to is Homo sapiens. During a time of dramatic climate change
200,000 years ago, Homo sapiens (modern humans) evolved in Africa. Is
the human species entering another evolutionary inflection point?

Paul Davies, a British-born theoretical physicist, cosmologist, astrobiologist
and Director of the Beyond Center for Fundamental Concepts in Science
and Co-Director of the Cosmology Initiative at Arizona State
University , says in his new book The Eerie Silence that any aliens
exploring the universe will be Al-empowered machines. Not only are
machines better able to endure extended exposure to the conditions of
space, but they have the potential to develop intelligence far beyond the
capacity of the human brain.

"I think it very likely 71 in fact inevitable i that biological intelligence is only
a transitory phenomenon, a fleeting phase in the evolution of the universe,"
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Davies writes. "If we ever encounter extra-terrestrial intelligence, | believe
it is overwhelmingly likely to be post -biological in nature."”

Before the year 2020, scientists are expected to launch intelligent space
robots that will venture out to explore the universe for us.

"Robotic exploration probably will always be the trail blazer for human
exploration of far space,” says Wolfgang Fink, physicist and researcher at
Caltech. "We haven't yet landed a human being on Mars but we have a
robot there now. In that sense, it's much easier to send a robotic explorer.
When you can take the human out of the loop that is becoming very
exciting."

As the growing global population continues to increase the burden on the
Earthoés natur al r e s o ur SmahsgniansNationalo r cCut
Air and Space Museum , Roger Launius, thinks that we'll have to alter

human biology to prepare to colonize space.

In the September issue of Endeavour, Launius takes a look at the historical
debate surrounding human colonization of the solar system. Experiments
have shown that certain life forms can survive in space. Reently, British
scientists found that bacteria living on rocks taken from Britain's Beer
village were able to survive 553 days in space, on the exterior of the
International Space Station (ISS) . The microbes returned to Earth
alive, proving they could withstand the harsh environment.

Humans, on the other hand, are unable to survive beyond about a minute

and a half in space without significant technological assistance. Other than
some quick trips to the moon and the
much time too far away tknowemoughaetabbut Sc
the dangers of long-distance space travel on human biological systems. A
one-way trip to Mars, for example, would take approximately six months.

That means astronauts will be in deep space for more than a year with
potentially life -threatening consequences.

Launius, who calls himself a cyborg for using medical equipment to
enhance his own life, says the difficult question is knowing where to draw
the line in transforming human biological systems to adapt to space.
Credit: NASA/Brit tany Green.

Al f I't's about exploration, we're do
Launius said. Alf 1 t's about humans g
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purpose for it is to get off this planet and become a multi-planetary
species. o0

Stephen Hawking  agrees: "l believe that the longterm future of the
human race must be in space,"” Hawking told the Big Think website in
August. "It will be difficult enough to avoid disaster on planet Earth in the
next hundred years, let alone the next thousand, or million. The human
race shoul dn't have al | I ts egags I

If humans are to colonize other planets, Launius said it could well require
the "next state of human evolution" to create a separate human presence
where families will live and die on that planet. In other words, it wouldn't
really be Homo sapien sapiens  that would be livin g in the colonies, it
could be cyborg®d a living organism with a mixture of organic and
electromechanical partsd or in simpler terms, part human, part machine.

"There are cyborgs walking about us," Launius said. "There are individuals
who have been technobgically enhanced with things such as pacemakers
and cochlea ear implants that allow those people to have fuller lives. |
would not be alive without technological advances."

The possibility of using cyborgs for space travel has been the subject of
research for at least half a century. A seminal article published in 1960 by
Manfred Clynes and Nathan Kline titl|lGykbrgsiiand Space
changed the debate, saying that there was a better alternative to recreating

the Earthoés envi r on meainant thinking supirgy chat, t h
ti me. The two scientists compared t he
guantity of water along with him to
should be willing to partially adapt to the environment to which they would

be traveling.

AAl tering manos bodily functi oertm- t O
terrestrial environments would be more logical than providing an earthly
environment for hi m i n space, 0O (
Al't does raise pr of ou rpsleventehgious guestionsno r a
that haven't been seriousl y adagsroege s ed
before that happens. o

Some experts such as medical ethicist Grant Gillett believe that the danger
Is that we might end up producing a psychopath becaus we don't quite
understand the nature of cyborgs.
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NASA, writes Lauri s, stil |l I sndt focu
human biological systems for space exploration. Instead, its Human
Research Program is focused on risk reduction: risks of fatigue inadequate
nutrition, health problems and radiation. While financial and ethical
concerns may have held back cyborg research, Launius believes that society

may have to engage in the cyborg debate again when space programs get
closer to launching long-term deep space exploration missions.

f our obj ect i v efaringgeople) it'spmlzablyrgwingstap a ¢ e
rce y ou to reconsi der how to ree

The Daily Galaxy viaastro bio.net

Image Credits: http://www.sentientdevelopments.com/2012/03/when -
turing -test-is-not-enough-towards.html
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PROBE 154 COMMENTS

Probe 154 has some good stuff in it. Although horror fantasy is

not my thing, Gary Kuyper writes fluidly and convincingly. The

other two stories aren't quite so good, with typical newbie

problems: not setting the scene and patching stuff in (frequent

use of t headwo)r,d tihhr owi ng i n random s
doesnot make sense, a plot that I S m
and characters that dondét quite ring

Michael Lohr's interview as usual is fun and interesting and the
cover picture hints at something intrig uing.

On the subject of intriguing, | just read David Mitchell's Cloud
Atlas, after seeing the movie. Despite the angst of the critics, |
think the movie more than did justice to the book. It lost some
complexities but the movie is hard enough to follow i f you try to
get everything, and taking it as an immersive experience rather
than something to grok in fine detail worked for me. But what

i nterested me most about the book is
and the blurb at the front lists many awards for whic h it and his

other works have been long listed and shortl i s tloagd . B
listed O S such a | iterary a c hicerectcome nt
doesnodt believe i1t06s a word. But no
kind. That brings me to the age -old question: is SF lit erature?

Apparently not because you need to eschew the label to be
considered for a Aseri ousao awar d |
Commonweal th Writersdé Prize. Whi ch s
Sticking t wo l etters on t he cover
enjoyment o fthe content.

For any troublemakers in the club, how about nominating Cloud

Atlas for a Hugo? Then again, it may not win because interesting

t hough i1t may be to Iiterati, to an
scope or style.

N

Back to Probe. Does SFSA not have anyone with design or
typography experience? A few minor tweaks could add a lot to
the look and feel. For example, look for the advanced search and
replace feature in your word processor, and replace every
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instance of unde rlining (a typewriter effect) by italics (the
typesettersd equivalent). I al so fin
sometimes obscured by detail s uch as their competition status.

| just noticed the club name has acquired an extra F for fantasy,
and that goes back at least to #150, which I still have handy. So
excuse me for nitpicking i1 f | canodt r

It's great to see the club still going strong after all this time. |
joined in the 1970s when | was still at school, though I've mostly
been an out of town memb er except for a stretch when meetings
were near my home in Johannesburg. Then | had a stint in
Australia, where | was really far away. Now I'm back in the
country at Rhodes so maybe I'll see some of you if you do the
annual Festival in Grahamstown.

Phili p Machanick - http://opinion  -nation.blogspot.com/
Dept of Computer Science, Rhodes University, Grahamstown
6140, South Africa
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The final judges for Nova 2012 were Arthur
Goldstuck (SA section) and Prof Gerald Gaylard.

They have decided on the winner

s of the

competition. Their comments appear below.

THE WINNERS ARE:

SOUTH AFRICAN SECTION

Prize Title Author
1st R 800 Aliyah's Journey into Legend Alison Smith
1st R 800 An Unexpected Visitor George Rose
3rd R 400 Cassandra's Cry Richard Wilson
GENERAL SECTION
Prize Title Author
1st R 750 Bird Song Fiona McCutcheon
2nd R 500 Concave Cristy Zinn
3rd R 250 Faerie Tales Dawn Rae

Congratulations to all the winners!

In order of title, the runners

Title

A Leap In Faith

After the World Went to Hell
Death and the Girl

Jack My Hedgehog

On the Edge of the Past
Replacement Theory

Rise Up!

-up were:

Author

Beryl Ensor-Smith
Robyn Veary
Alexandra Kinmont
Celeste Yates
Marike Potgieter
Cristy Zinn

Dennis Lane
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FINAL JUDGES' COMMENTS;
Arthur Goldstuck:

I've decided on a joint first prize, for two entries that scored very close to
each other, namely:

Aliyah's Journey into legend and An Unexpected Visitor. Both were far
ahead of the third placed story. In 3rd place is: Cassandra's Cry. The 3rd
placed story, was, in turn, far ahead of the rest of the entries.

The defining characteristics of this year's entries were that there was
almost no plot to speak of, and that local prospective authors write from a
very narrow worldview, culturally speaking. Only the three winners had
anything close to a plot. Local writers also seem to have a penchant for
introspection, and most of the stories take place in someone's mind as they
think back to something that has happened, ponder their circumstances or
relate a history. Good storytelling puts us in the moment rather than in
someone's navel.

Aliyah's Journey into Legend presented a fascinating potential future. An
Unexpected Visitor uses a topical issue, fracking, as an effective
background to a story about predestination. Both stories are held back by
stereotyping (as is Cassandra's Cry), however, and either could have taken
a sole top spot with more defined characterisation.

The bright spot in the selection of finalists is the creativity applied to
potential futures of South Africa, both positive and negative.

Gerald Gaylard:

All of the stories submitted have something to recommend them, which is
very pleasing to note. As ever, my chief criterion of evaluation was how well
the story fulfilled its own promise, achieved its own project. However,
having said this, the final selection was quite difficult, for all of the top three
stories were equally fine, requiring some hair-splitting to differentiate them.
The stories which did well all had a strong narrative free of cliché, jargon
and rhetoric; they featured identifiable characters who carried some
emotional charge and significance; they were poetically written with
attention to technical matters of grammar, lyricism, rhythm, tone; there was
something original in the story that had been developed and elaborated. In
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the end, it came down to a matter of which story had fewer faults. Indeed,
in some ways, the grading exercise amounted to this question of relative
flawlessness.

Third Place: "Faerie Tales"

The basic premise of this good story is practically a cliché of fantasy:
Cassandra, queen of the faeries, in search of her lost father (Freud
anyone?), makes a daring escape from the confines of her page in Mother
Goose's Faerie Tales into the outside world. She doesn't find her father, but
she does resolve to continue searching at the bottom of the garden for him.
As this suggests, the story works around finely wrought changes in
perspective that are pleasingly disorientating and challenging. This in itself
would not be enough if the story were not also really well written, with a
lovely turn of phrase and arch humour. How else does one explain a line
featuring a heroine searching for her father that cuts this
sharply: "Cassandra led the small contingent that flew over the bald patch
in the forest"? So this is a story with a high amusement value and with a
striking relevance to a "post-feminist" world in which women and men are
seeking for positive role models that are no mere fantasy.

Second Place: "Concave"

"Concave" is a highly topical eco-disaster, post-apocalypse story. Gangs of
surviving humans struggle to find shelter in the perpetual asteroid storms
that pelt earth. Rather like Mad Max or A Canticle for Leibowitz, this creates
a high degree of social tension, not to mention desperation, as neo-
medieval hierarchies flourish because people will do anything to survive.
There is an unrelentingly harsh and grim tone to this story that is
consistently maintained and appropriate, reminding me of the cyberpunk
atmospheres of William Gibson, for example. Nevertheless, a small chink
of hope does let some light through right at the very end. Though this may
be what Tolkien called a "eucatastrophe" or "a fool's hope", nevertheless it
does provide a satisfying degree of positivity and resolution to an otherwise
bleak scenario. Indeed, it may well be that our only saving grace is our
ability to make choices that do not seem to make sense and may even
threaten our own survival.

First Place: "Bird Song"

This is the most poetically expressed of all the stories submitted. A lovely
lyricism, primarily provided by strong metaphors, pervades the piece, and
this really makes it stand out. Some of this is apparent in the gentle humour
of the story. The protagonist, a certain Minnie Crump, is described as a
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"creature of passionate ambitions, none of which had been fulfilled. She
had waited for more than forty years for her knight on a white charger to
sweep her off her feet. Perhaps because of her dumpy figure, her long
nose and mottled complexion, and the croaky quality of her voice, no knight
had ever shown such inclination." This humour expands into absurdity; an
alien ectoplasm infects her lucerne at the bottom of the garden (a recurring
trope in these stories?) and turns her chickens into amazing singers.
Predictably, Minnie achieves the ambitions she has long craved
by becoming opera star Maridonna Carli (with the help of a certain
chicken). Things go horribly wrong when the chicken dies and she must
somehow still fulfill her concert contracts. Taking a walk to the bottom of
the garden, she decides to try some lucerne salad...upsetting the pecking
order, and the opera world, in the process.

It remains for me to thank you for the privilege of judging this competition. It
IS encouraging to see that humour, as well as deadly earnest seriousness,
Is alive and flourishing in the SF world. All power to you, and many warm
congratulations to this year's winners.
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~1'm as happy as a clam
to be writing to you!

From:

Sheryl Birkhead
25509 Jonnie Court
Gaithersburg, MD 20882

January 4, 2013
Dear Probies,

Wow, looking at the date- how did that happen? To make matters worse, [ have a stack (well, I
exaggerate a bit) of Probes sitting here--quietly awaiting their moments!

The date also reminds me that we have now, formally, entered the Hugo nomination race. So,-
any and all who are eligible, start thinking seriously about those nominations (and fill in all those blanks!).

The (Mario Franke) covers on all the issue are really terrific-- a tip of the hatlo to the artist!
Thank you SFSA for getting these gems and printing them!!

Ironic,the mention of chatoyancy.... Just found out the one of the kids of a local family (four still
left at home) is showing some interest in “rocks”. Over the years I have tried to supply them all with a
variety of information-- rocks, coins, stamps... to try to promote any interests that might be there. This
will be the first who has shown any interest in things lapidary. Each year I have tried to get the family
(yeah, I know that with that many kids it would be expensive...)to go to the local gem and lapidary show
held on the weekend closest to St. Patrick’s Day. Now that the interest has surfaced, I think they may try
to at least get this child there. Kids can make their own cabochon. True, it probably won’t be a Tiger eye
with its attendant chatoyancy, but....

Celebration has a large role in a recent public TV (Nova I think) with a lot of the background of
its evolution-- very interesting. The same show also included robots- for paraplegics (etc.)-- another
update and of interest.

The Gary Kuyper piece on page 57 looks as if it is begging to be made in bronze!

The Dark Knight Rises here is so synonymous with the shootings that not much has been said
(beyond formal reviews) about the movie. I’ll get around to watching it...eventually.

I enjoyed Check Mate but pretty much had the twist figured out (granted, I went almost
immediately to the black widow spider or preying mantis scenario, but I was close....).

Y’all do put out a nifty (professional looking) zine--long may it continue to be pubbed!

Thanks! W(‘
v

A/ Y o 7 i N
Mé/f{/ /‘chgr )’B{[/‘ (- d Z[ /(/a/ SUNIr Y
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1706-24 Eva Rd
Etobicoke, ON
CANADA M9C 2B2

December 29, 2012

Dear Carla:
Sorry to take so Il ong in respondingeél
Gotanew jobin Octoberand they | aid me off |Just

far better Christmas presents. Anyway, here are some comments on Probe
153.

The first book review shows me how much the SF publishing industry has
changed. To be considered a published author, you had to be accepted by
a professional publishing company. Now, you can place your work on a
website and charge for a download, or even self-publishing or vanity press
seems to be accepted. Could an editor help? Definitely. A second set of
eyes with no emotional attachment could trim down a number of pages,
and greatly improve the final product. The books reviewed all sound

i nteresting, but I f | whaand tJoa ¢ kc h ovaa:
autobiography.

More storiesél do | i ke Daphne Ol ivier
bl ack widowé My | etterélLev Grossman

third Magicians bookéThe Magicianso |
seeing how he winds up this trilogy.

Thanks to everyone for another enjoyable issue. | wish | had more to say,
but the issue is still an entertaining read. We hope everyone had a
wonderful Christmas, and that 2013 will be a better year for all.

Yours,

Lloyd Penney

PROBE 1%zMarch 2013 www.sffsa.org.za Page20




1706-24 Eva Rd
Etobicoke, ON
CANADA M9C 2B2
January 14, 2013

Dear SFSAnNs:

It was just a short time ago | responded to Probe 153, and 154 came
shortly afterwards, so time to catch up with that issue for a possibly soon
issue 155.

Agreatcoverée even a seaside shot on an al i e
warm. | am making the assumption that the liquid lapping up on its shores
i s water, thoughteé

I stil |l think the Mayans are having ¢
okay. As they yuk it up, we all had a great Christmas and a happy New

Year 6s cel ebration. Yvonne and | ever
di nner party, and it was the best w

A~

cel ebrations. And now, itds one mont h

SherylBi r k h e a di Gastimk goéstor, and we are able to measure our
time in fandom in decades, we reali ze
of i nterest and | ack of time. Webve e
Life, but f or moably some hatedaddo set asidelte gef u |
on with busy lives. So many of us are in our 50s and up, as the younger

ones we hoped would be our successors in literary SF are swept away by

similar interests like anime, gaming, media SF, comics and others. There

are times | feel | 6ve stayed too | at
interests (steampunk, Murdoch Mysteries), fandom stays new and fresh for

us.

Thereds been great reading all t hrou
Journeymen by Patricia Jacobs (had very natural dialogue), and The
Promise by Gary Kuiper, which had a relatively plausible explanation of
ghosts.

Not much new since | ast timeéunseason
to the usual cold this time of year, so the sweaters come out again. Hope

everyone had a wonder f ul Christmas an
l ssue, and | think I 6m caught up! See

Yours, Lloyd Penney.
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Opuntia. Dale Speirs P.O. Box 6830 Calgary, Alberta Canada, TP2 #ET

254 September 2012

255 October 2012

256 Remembrance Day 2012
257 December 2012

258 January 2013

Vanamonde. John Hertz. 235 Corondo St No. 409, Los Angeles. CA
90027 USA 893-902 July 6, 2010 1 September 22 2010

Via email:-
Newsletter of the Middle Tennessee SF Society (aka The Nashville SF Club)
Reece Moorhead reecejbm@gmail.com

Issue 122 December 2012
Issue 123 January 2013

ANSIBLE David Langford news.ansible@gmail.com

Issue 305 December 2012
Issue 306 January 2013

Books Received

Pan Macmillan

Gary Gibson - Final Days

Peter F. Hamilton - Great North Road - R195.00
Paul Cornell - London Falling - R199.00

Random House Struik
Mystic City - Theo Lawrence - R114
Daniel X Armageddon - James Patterson and Chris Grabenstein - R150

Jonathan Ball

George R.R. Martin A Dance with Dragons: -
Bk 1: Dreams and Dust - R150.00

Bk 2: After the Feast - R150.00
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Book Reviews lan and Gail Jamieson

GARY GIBSON - FINAL DAYS - PAN MACMILLAN

In the year 2225 wormhole technology has allowed mankind to establish
colonies on other habitable planets. Saul Dumont discovers a secret set of
wormholes, controlled by the Array security and Integration Service, which
can take a traveler not only through space but also through time. An
expedition into Earth's near future discovers a lifeless planet, except for
one man recovered from a cryogenics facility. A man last seen being
smothered by an alien liquid on an alien planet. Can these two men stop
the apocalypse?

Jumping from situation to situation makes the story uneven at the
beginning, but the narration flows steadily and the general picture becomes
clear. With good characterization and plenty of twists this is an excellent
novel.

4/5
lan Jamieson

PETER F. HAMILTON - GREAT NORTH ROAD - PAN MACMILLAN
R195.00

At well over 1000 pages Hamilton does not appear to be writing short
novels any more. Simplifying this complex but enthralling story into two
sections is probably best. A billionaire scion of the North family has been
brutally murdered, and detective Sid Hurst is given the task of finding the
murderer. This is complicated by the fact that none of the North's appears
to be missing and the murder is an exact copy of one from twenty years
before. A woman was convicted and is still in prison but she claimed that
she was innocent and that she had seen an alien commit the murder.

The second section follows an expedition to a huge planet, St. Libra,
covered in vegetation but having no animal or insect life at all, to look for
the mysterious alien, or alien civilization, when it becomes clear the woman
may have been telling the truth.

The plot, and side plots, is Hamilton at his best. His characters can be
twisted but are always believable, and the flowing narrative makes this one
of the best books | have read in a long time.

5/5
lan Jamieson
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TERRY PRATCHETT - DODGER -RANDOM HOUSE STRUIK - R295.00
(HARDCOVER)

Pratchett has moved from Disc World to Dickensian London, but you
wouldn't really notice it. Dodger could just as easily be in Ank Morpork as
in London in the time of Dickens. He is very much a Sam Vines character,
who has the same sort of rough insights and underlying goodness of
character.

He makes a living scavenging in the sewers and minding his own business,
but then he rescues a young girl and suddenly is thrust into the notice of
some people who he would really rather not be noticed by.

Unlike Disc World novels this one has chapters and definitely Dickensian
descriptions at the beginning of each of them. A lot of the novel is
dedicated to the ATosherso who seek a
of Londondés sewer s.

Pratchett takes along hard look at Victorian London which was not a nice
place to live in if you were not a member of the monied class, but in his
usual way of poking a bit of fun at various institutions and characters.

An entertaining well written, typically Pratchett sort of novel, but to be
honest | prefer the novels of the Disc world.

3/5
Galil Jamieson

GEORGE R. R. MARTIN - BOOK 5 A DANCE WITH DRAGONS:
1: DREAMS AND DUST - 2: AFTER THE FEAST - JONATHAN BALL

Having been missed from Book 4, back with us again are : Tyrion
Lannister, having killed his father, being accused of killing his nephew,
escaping and finally being sold as a slave; Cersei Lannister, awaiting trial
on various counts and abandoned by all of her friends; Jon Snow, now
Commander of the Night's Watch, appointed as guardian of the great Wall,
but Jon has made enemies everywhere determined to destroy him; Stannis
Baratheon, marching to war to destroy his hated foes, the Boltons at
Winterfell; and DaenerysTargaryen, having lost sight of her initial goal, is
struggling to hold together a city built on dreams and dust.

Intoxicating, easy reading from a master story teller of heroic fantasy. But |
am becoming bored. | want a finish not more ramblings.
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3/5
lan Jamieson

HUGH HOWEY i WOOL - RANDOM HOUSE 17 STRUIK - R170

In a post-apocalyptic world a society survives in a giant underground silo
with different levels of society living in different levels of the silo. For
instance the engineers live near the bottom and the IT experts in a higher
level.

The window on the outside world needs to be cleaned occasionally with the
wool which is the title of this novel. Unfortunately if you go outside there is
no way back in. So the people who do the cleaning are either those being
punished by questioning the possibility of being able to survive outside or
those who wish to leave.

Juliette, or Jules, works in the engineering at the base of the silo but the
quality of the work she does has been noticed by Mayor Jahns who is
looking for a replacement for herself. She travels down to engineering with
her Deputy, Marnes and convinces the reluctant Jules to return to the top
level to become Mayor. However there are other factions in the silo and
Jahns is killed and Jules instead of being able to continue with the work of
the Mayor soon finds herself condemned to go outside. However her
friends in engineering know more than they admit to and they make a suit
for that actually is able to withstand the conditions outside and does not just
claim to be able to do so.

She leaves the silo and does not clean the window with her wool and this
behaviour sends disturbing vibrations all through the silo.

And even more disturbing to those watching from inside she disappears
over the hill instead of dying where her corpse can be seen, like all of the
others who had left before her.

Once over the hill she finds that the myth of a single silo as the sole home
of the remainder of humanity is just that, a myth, and a whole new world
opens for her. And in effect for all of the inhabitants of her silo.

| found this a very clever and well-written novel by an author | have not
read before. Thought provoking and interesting with well-drawn characters.
| would recommend it.

4/5
Gail Jamieson
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WILLIAM HORWOOD 1 HARVEST - A HYDDENWORLD NOVEL - PAN
MACMILLAN - R260.00

The Land of the Hyddenworld has been blighted and Judith, born to human
Katherine from magical Jack has to heal the world. She travels with a
secretive trio who do not want to be noticed by normal humans.

This is the third book in this particular series of the Hyddenworld and
perhaps if | had read the previous novels this one would have been more
interesting to me, so | am maybe not being very fair. However | found it
rather slow and tiresome and have to admit that I did not finish it so | am
really not able to rate it properly.

Gail Jamieson

PAUL CORNELL - LONDON FALLING - PAN MACMILLAN R199.00

This starts out sounding like a very typical detective novel. A mole has
been implanted and the suspect is about to be apprehended and a vast
drugs bust to be completed. But things go horribly wrong and the team of
detectives begin to uncover a ghastly and gory story with a definitely
ghoulish villain.

Add to this the occult powers of an old woman who cannot tolerate anyone
who scores a hat trick again the West Ham football club and the fact that
couples do not notice the fact that their children disappear.

Some of the occult ability rubs off on the team as they uncover more of the
story and they now begin to see a very different side of London. Ghosts
and monster abound and the private life of the team is turned upside down.

They have to try to use the standard police methods they know best but to
adapt them to the new rules that they can only uncover as they go along.

| guess this one is more horror than science fiction but it is exceptionally
well written and clever with it. This would appear to be a first novel from an
author who writs short stories, graphic novels and TV episodes. | hope he
writes some more.

Recommended.

5/5
Gail Jamieson
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The Jennifer Rouse Interview
by Michael Lohr

Jennifer Rouse is an actor, musician, model, graphic designer,

and an associate producer. Her film credits include such flicks as

Come Hell or High Water, The Death of Poe, Chainsaw Sally, and

The Last Ride of the Raven. She also played the lead female role

in director Dan Poole's Wolverine fan film Last Call. And to further

affrm herhorrorc redenti als, she was <certifie
t he Mo n tsbreamdugen.com

But sheods a more diverse thespian t
kil l er6s next victi m. She pl ayed a
Pictures producti on Step Up, aohth a
Waters New Line Cinema erotic comedy, A Dirty Shame. Her

television credits are nothing to sneeze at either. They include

several episodes of the Canadian television series Creepy Canada

as well as appearances in the HBO series The Wire and television

heavy weights The West Wing, The District as well as the campy

but fun The Adventures of Louanna Lee . Jennifer has been cast as

the female lead along -side Jason Priestly in the up  -coming thriller

Stingy Jack.

Jennifer happens to be a talented musician as well. A native of
Baltimore, Maryland, she graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in psychology from Towson University and studied music,

voice, as well as music theory. She earned scholarships to both
Towson University and American University in Washing ton, DC.
She wrote the music score for the Redfield Arts film, The Death of

Poe.

Jennifer has several film projects in production including the
western, One -Eyed Horse, and the horror/thriller The Tell -Tale
Heart, as well as films that are in pre -producti on like the
suspense drama, The Crimes of Sherlock Holmes, the western

film Lady Gunfigh ter and the horror flicks, The Madness of
Frankenstein and Harker and The Shadow of Dracula.
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ML: So tell me about the western, One -Eyed Horse, that
you recently worked on?

JR: The bulk of ONE -EYED HORSE was filmed in October, 2007.

|l tds basically a revenge story set i
named Justin Gatewood gets out of prison and sets out to find

the man who put him there in the first place and let his younger

brother die on the battlefield in the
daughter, Hel en, wh o has been runni
company while he was away and just wants him back and to lead

a normal life with her.

| trained for this film off and on for abo ut a year learning how to

ride a horse. Wayne Shipley, the director, called the filming

process OCowboy Bootcampo. The cast (
with instructors to learn proper riding and gun shooting

technigues. Wayne has really put a lot of work int o the film

making sure things are historically correct and that his riders

really know how to |l ook I|ike theyodove

they were born. The movie is currently out now on DVD and Blu -
Ray.

ML : I hear t hat youodove bedogumemtaryr Ki ng
about Charlie Chaplin. Would you care to elaborate on this
project?

JR: That project has actually been put on the back burner for a

littl e while but I f It happens, I t O
Studios. The script was written by Sean Paul Mur phy, the editor
of THE DEATH OF POE. 16l be doing th

ML: When did you first know that you wanted to be a
professional actress?

JR: Hmmmeée wel | , I had been a model an
bit, so | started taking a few acting classes. | fo und that | loved

it. To be able to transform into a whole other character was

fascinating to me. So, | guess it was when | started the acting

classes.
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ML: You are a very talented musical score composer.

Would this be a career that you would pursue on a full
time basis if the opportunity presented itself? You could

someday challenge John Williams for the crown of Movie

Music King, or Queen in case.

JR: Wel | |, | t ma y be a whil e before
Wil liams, i f ever! | 6m r easl ltyotallg nj oy
brings the movie to life. You can manipulate the feeling of a

scene just by the music you use. | 6

most of my life but this has been a new challenge for me.

ML: One of the issues that | have with the current crop of

horror movies that has been released over the last few

years is that they are totally void of the supernatural or

ghost story element, comprising mostly of psycho/serial

killer shenanigans. Other than Rob Zombie, M. Night
Shyamalan or the makers of Shaun o f the Dead and 28
Days (both of which are simply genius), most people have

forgotten what actual horror is really about. The art of a

good ghost story has seemingly been lost. Do you agree?

JR: Nowadays, it seems | i ke itdos all/l
shock and gross out an audience. | t 6
of blood and body parts dondét even r
common. | 6d rather the fil mmakers NO
vi olence and just | eave it to the vie

A lot of filmmakers have forgotten that the audience has to see

themselves in the characters on the screen and really feel what

they are going through in order to be scared for and with them.

The filmmakers you mentioned put a lot of effort into the

charactersa nd t hat o6s what drives the fil m:
bit of graphic violence, with really the only exception being

Shyamalan, but they have good stories and characters to balance

it.
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Youdre right. There hasnot really be:t
the past few years. The Ring series brought the genre back as did
1408. Paranormal Activity was also very popular.

ML: Your movie The Death of Poe is about Edgar Allan

Poeds | ast we ek on eart h. The truth
fascinating tale. What is the focus of this film regarding
Poeds tragic | ast days?

JR: There is such a small amount of information and facts about
what happened to Edgar Allan Poe in the last week or so of his
life. What IS known is that he took a trip from Richmond, Virginia

to New York a nd he stopped off in Baltimore, Maryland along the
way. Three days after arriving in Baltimore he was found in a
gutter and taken to the hospital. | assume he stopped in
Baltimore to visit family or friends since he lived there for a while.

The Death of P oe is a portrait of Edgar Allan Poe, based on the

facts that are known about the last week he was alive, but really

a fictional account of what may have been happening in his head

and in his reality as he dealt with addiction, loss, and frustration

with hi s career. It was shot in black and white film noir style with

harsh shadows. Tight and medium shots are prominent to

purposefully give it a claustrophobic feeling. There are some color

sequences when Poe is thinking or remembering scattered
throughoutthe f i | m. At times itdos difficult
fantasy from reality, or the whole fi
up to the viewer to decide.

ML: How is the development of the movie The Tale -Tale
Heart progressing?

JR: THE TELL -TALE HEART is progressing very nicely. We have

Ingrid Pitt and Robert Quarry playing Mr. And Mrs. Clarion, the

owners of a boarding house just after the American Civil War.

Bob Quarry wild/l essentially be Poebs
but there is a whole other plo t built around the ori
about an Army Officer, Captain Winter, who will be played by

Mark Redfield, obsessed with hunting down and capturing a mad

killer who tortured and murdered his comrades during the

conflict. It leads him to this boarding house just outside of
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Ri chmond, Virginia. The kil l er mas q U e
and turns the boarding house into a house of horror.

I 61 | be playing ANor ao,-intlavevhoddsteheri on 6 s
husband in the w ar and has been living there helping out. We

also have Kevin G. Shinnick, (who played Dr. Moran in THE

DEATH OF POE) and Debbie Rochon as brother and sister who

come to stay at the boarding house while all of this is going on.

| t 60s schedul ed otihgoin Septambeér. Senteoof the
interior scenes will be shot in California and the rest of it will be
shot on locations in Maryland.

ML : What 6s this rumor I hear about \
your life on the set of The West Wing?

JR: Wel |, | d samed iy lite but he brobabdy prevented
some bruising. |l tds no big deal reall
remember it.

As most people know, Martin Sheen played The President on the

show. | was playing one of his secret service agents. We were

filming in  the street outside of a building in Washington DC and

they were using a motorcade of limousines. | was talking to him

with my back turned to the | imos and
attention and started pulling out of the space that he was parked

in. Mr She en was kind enough to pull me out of the way before

the guy hit me. Close call!

ML: Have you acted in any theatre productions?

JR: My past experience with theatre has been mostly in music, in
t he orchestra. | 6ve been thinking a
the atre. Film acting and theatre acting are quite different. On the
stage, everything you do is much bigger than what you do in
front of a camera. On the stage, you have to make sure that the
guy in the back row of the auditorium is able to see and hear

your every move. With film itds the op]
|l tés true that the camera can see Vyo
how | 6ve been trained so far.
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ML: Tell me about your involvement in the British Channel
4 broadcast of Armed Robbery Orgasm? That is a very
provocative and quirky title.

JR: That is a long crazy story of how | got involved with that. The
filmmakers were from London and had bought the rights to a
book by Dr. John Money, which was a true story about a

Baltimore robbery crime spree th at a guy named Ronald Keyes

and his girlfriend Debbie went on 1in
been involved with drugs and prostitution, claimed that the only

way s he coul d nget of f o was by CoO
robberies. So they did, and eventually she e nded up turning him

in for it. But the interesting part of it is how messed up in the

head this guy Ron Keyes was. A lot of the book was excerpts

from his diary in which he had extremely grandiose and twisted

thoughts about himself, women, and the world. T he filmmakers

wanted to do a documentary that would include interviews with

Ron Keyes, Debbie, investigators and people who knew them.

They also wanted the piece to be wrapped around re - enactments

of the crimes and Ron and Debbieds re

The direc tor, Norman Hull, and a cameraman had come to
Baltimore from London before the shoot to meet the real Ron
Keyes and they shot some interview footage with him while they
were in town.

A month later Norman and his crew came back to film the
documentary. The vy thought that everything had been set up for

them by a liaison that they were using for casting and locations in
Baltimore. They got here a few days before they were scheduled

to start and found out that this person had done NOTHING! Well,

| think the lia ison had cast someone to play Ron Keyes in the re -
enactments b ut the actorodos wife or girl fr
him playing the role because of the graphic sexuality. They had to
scramble in 3 days to find actors and locations. On top of all of

that, Ron Keyes had died during that month in between! So here

they were with no actors, no locations, and NO RON KEYES.

The filmmakers hired Mark Redfield to play Keyes, and Redfield
introduced them to me, as they needed additional production
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support. | was involved working on the production end, helping

with props, sets and still photography, but | also played a robbery

victim in one of the re  -enactments because they were short on

actors. | have to admit, they really pulled this thing together and

even incor porated the fact that Keyes had died into the piece. It

turned out real |y great . | 6ve hear d
considering turning the doc into a feature film.

ML: In your opinion, which recent innovative horror movie
was the best, The Blair Witch Pr oject, The Ring or the Saw
series? Why?

JR: Thatdéds a tough question to answe
their own ways. AThe Blair Wi tch Pr o]
wi | | admit that going in to see that
was real footage or not . The truth hadndt bee

yet. Butit was amazing how popular that film was, and with such
a small budget.

I woul dnot say i1 tés my favorite out
showed that a film doesnot needl0 t o
million to be a success. Paranormal Activity was supposed to cost

$15, 000 to make and it grossed over

extremely wide profit margin to say the least.

ML : Youobr e from Bal ti mor e, di d y
Hammerjacks ? Hammerjacks for th ose of the uninitiated

was at one time one of the top three rock performance

nightclubs on the East Coast. It was levelled a few years

ago so the Baltimore Orioles baseball team could increase

the size of their parking facilities.

JR: Ha mme r j a & ladegendarg nightelub. | was a too

young to get in before they tore it down but | had gone to some

of the fAnall ages admittedo shows. | ¢
I saw there but it was a few of the
the 8006s thatintongtehe deamly 900s.
Hammerjackds was | i ke the Baltimore

though it was in an old building, hidden under the ramps to the
highway in the heart of the city, it had a lot of character to it. |
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believe it had seven bars and the back wall on the way to the
bathrooms was covered in graffiti from the bands that played
there. But, sad to say they tore it down to make a parking lot.

l tds funny, 98 RocCk, which is a | oc:
songs <called Atwisted t ogedé¢he fyricswea e t h
popul ar song. So they did a version ¢
Taxi 0 about it The refrain was: ATh
put up a parking | ot. o

They actwually built a new Hammerjack?d

Baltimore, but from wh at | 6ve heard 1 tdés not hi
| 6ve never been t her e but from what
regul ar nightclub with DJOos.

ML: What actor or actress do you find as your biggest
inspiration? Why?

JR: | go through phases of favorites. There are tons of great
actors and actresses out there. | could make a whole list of who
inspires me ranging throughout film history, but it would be a

|l ong one. I tend to |Iike actors and ¢
stretch themselves creatively and vary the types of characters

they play. Johnny Depp is a good example of this among the

more recent stars. Heds played such a
Hedés not afraid to take risks on filn
It seems that he takes roles because he li kes the story and the

character, not because of the pay check . That 6s what I

all about to be a true artist, to take risks and to try something
new or different.

ML : Hereds a psychology question for
you ever had a role that was so disturbing that you had a
hard time letting the character or a scene from the movie

go?

JR: No, t hat hasnot really happened
that | have e xperienced is taking on the mannerisms and speech
patterns of a character a |ittle bit

because you have to live with and practice for a character from
the time you get a script to however long it takes to shoot the
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film. It ry to research the type of person my character is as much
as | can. | think about their world a lot before and while the

project I s going on. So ités bound
behavior.

Il tos all so mechanical when yomfying e f i
horri ble scene youbre doing, youor e

youdbre stopping and starting so much
takes. As an actor, you just have to maintain the emotion and
intention your character is conveying for the camera.

ML: Are you permitted to discuss your forthcoming movie

projects The Madness of Frankenstein or Harker and the
Shadow of Dracula, which are in pre - production/formative
stages?

JR: Both of those films are going to be sequels to their

respective novels. A Madnesso starts out where |
off, on the ship in the ice with the monster after Dr. Frankenstein.

I 61 | be playing Margaret Saville, the

I n AHar kero 1061l be playing Mina Hark
years aft er t he events o f t he novel |
preliminary producti on designs for
certainly in the Ahigh gothico mode.
like the Hammer Horror films.

ML: | also heard that you are working on a Vict orian era
crime drama, The Crimes of _Sherlock Holmes. Can you
discuss any details yet?

JR: That s another project that I s s
say that there will be a few surprise cast members who have
agreed to roles in it. The story is about Holmes being framed for

crimes he didnot commi t .

ML: Are there any political or non -profit causes that you
support?

JR: | support cancer research and efforts to stop the spread of
HIV/AIDS. 1 just lost a friend to liver and breast cancer who was
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only 38 years old. She had tried every option that she could,
including chemotherapy and surgery. Nothing helped in the end.
| t 6s also tragic how many peopl e, |
contacted HIV. In Sub Saharan Africa there is something like 25
million people who have HIV/AIDS. That is insane and out of

control . There are a | ot of great ch
donations to the Elton John Aids Foundation ( www.ejaf.org ). They

do a tremendous amount of work to hel p the people that are

suffering.

To learn more about Jennifer and her plethora of projects, go to

her official website: http://www.jenniferrouse.com . To learn more
about her many movies and musical score projects go to
http://www.redfieldarts.com

www.shutterstock.com - 107894371
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NOVA 2012 € SOUTH AFRICAN SECTION
JOINT £" PLACE

AN UNEXPECTED VISITORe GEORGE ROSE

Markus was falling to earth at a frightening speed. The rushing, icy air
hissed in his ears, sung at his eyes and tried to rip the jacket from his
back. Markus didn't have time to notice these discomforts, though. He
couldn't feel the tension that gripped every muscle of his body. He didnd
notice his knucklebones almost bursting through their skin as his fists
clenched tight with fear. His body was on autopilot and his mind was
detached from it as he anticipated, within those few short seconds, his
certain death. He had no tim e to think. Hiswhole life did not flash before
his eyes as he had expected it might just a few minutes earlier. The only
thought that flashed through his head was that now this moment had
finally come, he wished it hadn't. Just twenty-four hours, or arguably
twenty-four years, earlier he had no idea what twisted fate was in store for
himé

Markus rushed to finish his usual daily jobs before the suffocating heat of
the rising afternoon tried to stifle all life on his father's farm in the arid
Karoo dustbowl. But today wasn't just about beating the heat; it was about
rallying the other farmers and residents of his dorpie against the fracking
crews intent on bringing desolation to the area of his birth. For three
generations his family had worked the land and raised livestock and life
had never been easy but it was a good life all the same. Since 2012 they
had had the worst six years of drought in living memory, blamed firmly by
scientists on clim ate change. The businessthey had built up, slaughtering
and selling their own animals directly via weekend marketsin Cape Town,
had kept them afloat but now it was dying along with their wizened
animals. Markus had only turned twenty-seven but he was already a
determined and seasoned campaigner. What he lacked in physical muscle
he made up with smart thinking and determination. He was not the
typical beefy farmer. He had a dim physique - thin, wiry and prone to
sprains and twinges. His father wanted him to leave farming and go to
college in Cape Town i escape his dusty, jaded lifestyle and fully exploit
the above average intelledt he had shown at school. Markus wouldn't have
that, though. As far as he was concerned the Karoo was where he was born
and where he would die. Other farmers had come to look up to him,
almostrely on him. Not that it ever did anyone any good. His campaign to
get wind power installed for histown was met with derision and his drive
to divert water to the Karoo from the north was laughed at by the
government. Now the biggest challenge of all was to fend off the
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companies that wanted to extract gas from the massve shale deposits
under his heartland. He knew it wasn't going to be easy but he was going
to giveit his best shot.

Markus arrived at the community hall and perched himself on the raised
platform under a draping banner with "FRACKING HELL" splashed
acrossit in blood-coloured paint. His war cry was due to start at 11a.m.
but he thought it best to wait a littl e longer as he was sure there were more
people yet to turn up. At 1115 his delay had yielded just one more
attendee. Markus's usual defiant demeanour and perpetual serious facial
expression, defined by histhin angled nose and sharp brown eyes under a
permanent frown, masked his despondency. There was barely half the
number of residents and even fewer farmers than their last meeting just
three months before.

It was the reporter from the Uniondale newspaper that unexpecedly
opened the meeting by standing up and asking Markus, "The farmers -
they're all taking the money and getti ng out. Why don't you? I've spent
two days hereinterviewing people and it seems they are all giving up the
fight? Cash talks in the end, doesn't it ? You can see that most have either
left town already or weren't interested in showing up heretoday."

Markus hesitated in thought and before he could get his robust reply out
Matt Vilj oen, his nearest neighbour, stood up. "Markus, I've come here
today, not to say I'm staying, but to tell you to give it up. We've been
fighting this for three years now. No one is on our side i the clim ate, the
frackers, the government, the banks i all closing in on us. Where do the
rest of us see ourselves in six monthsotime except making one last stand
on a dusty track waving our shotguns at those who dare to come any
closer? The dead the rest of us have been offered expires next week. They'll
offer less cos they know we are beat, man. They intimi date us more and
more and now our boets are seeing flashing lights and having strange
visitsin the night by weirdos. They are spooked. They just want out."

"Three people in three months have reported these supposed visits.
That's all," replied Markus. "Befok, if you ask mei mad! The heat and
the stress are getti ng to some. We can't let these people treat us like
gomgats."

"Ag, man!" Matt groaned in frustration. "You're not seeing the true redity
of the situation. We are trying to help you."

Markus could only try to hold his ground and not back down in front of
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everyone. The debate continued for some tim e until the searing dry heat
seeping through the wall s forced someto edge their way to the door.

"This may very well be our last meeting hereasit seems|dn in a minority,"
Markus shouted, but few could look at him. "You leave me no choice but
to say that you should all do as you see fit. | cannot ask it of anyone to dig
their hedsin and passover the latest offer. Do as you all see fit. We have
tried our best but divide and conquer obviously wins on this occasion.
Good luck but I'll still be around if anyone wants to talk. | won't give in."
Markus was indignant but that was that as far as all parties were
concerned asthey all shuffled out of the building.

That night Markus stared at the stars with his father, Hennie, slouching on
their stoep. They discussed the inevitabilit y of it all as they passed beers to
ead other. Hennie had long since resigned himself to the situation and
was too old to stir the fight within himself and didn't exped Markus to
continue doing the same. They talked about what Markus' late mother
would have wanted him to do, which ended up with the usual pleato go to
the city and start a new life and find someone to share it with. Hennie
could find alittl e place by the sea. "Tekkies aren't too different than boots,"
Henniesaid. "Let'sjust acceot their offer."”

Markus shook his head and stood up. He clim bed wearily upstairs and
flopped onto his bed, a littl e drunk. His heavy eyes gazed through the
open window at the hazy strands of cloud that drifted across a
thumbprint of a moon. He was soon asleep.

The first thing Markus saw when he opened his eyes was the glow of his
alarm clock, which read 3:15. Then a sudden splash of red light coated his
room before rapidly dying and leaving him momentarily blinded. Then
another flash 7 this time blue, then another T red again, pulsating,
throbbing to the rhythm of a droning whirr that grew to a high pitched
whine. Then suddenly all flashing and sound stopped completely. In those
few short seconds Markus was disorientated and agitated. In the darkness
he fumbled for the switch to his bedside lamp. When he flicked it the room
filled with a soft, faint yellow glow, which wasn't what he expected from
the harsh tungsten light bulb that usually threw sharp shadows acrossthe
room. He sat up, confused, and was confronted by a blurry image of a
figuresitti ng at the bott om of his bed.

"Pa?" Markus mumbled, rubbing his eyes.

"I am sorry, Markus, but | am not your father," a voice replied softly.
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Markus could not make out the accent. In fact the voice sounded alm ost
artificial T a voice stripped of all intonation i sterilised. Markus didn't
startle as much as he should have and, in an instant, wondered why. Was
he stil | drunk, or dreaming?

Before he had tim e to think further the voice continued, "I'm sorry to
hear of the duress you are suffering due to your uncertain future, my
friend."

Markus said nothing, preferring to hear the voice continue. He didn't
know what elseto do.

"Please do not worry. | am not here to cause you any physical harm. You
are in no danger and | will take nothing from you. | will not make you do
anything against your will . | am merely hereto talk."

Markus finally spoke, "What do you want from me, then? How did
you get past the dogs?"

"Let me explain,” said the voice, which seemed to come from the whole
room, not just the figure in front of him. As Markus's eyes adjusted he
could see the image of a young man, slender, composed and sitti ng with
his hands on his lap, almost submissive, dressed in plain, dark blue
clothing. Markus struggled to lock on to his facial featuresin the dim light.
As he tried to focus it seemed that the face rippled, almost like water, but
he couldn't actually make out the ripples or see any defining movement.
He just could not settl e on a fixed image of the man's face but somehow he
knew the figure was not human, though the outline and the voice were
definitely male.

"I must tell you that you are in a temporary state of mild, artificial
sedation, which explains why you do not feel threatened by my presence.
The sedation is mental only and involves no drugs or after-pain. My name
is Jalel and | am a visitor to your country, indeed your planet. | am a
surveyor from a place you cannot imagine. | realise that this fact is too
much for you to contemplate or believe at this moment. Your conscious
mind needs tim e to processthis information. However, | am sure that you
already know that others like you have had this experience recently.
Flashing lights. Visitors in the night. Yes, but you chose to disbelieve it
without proof, as all intelligent men rightly should. You are not easily
influenced by others."

"What do want from me?" asked Markus. "You can't exped me to believe
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